
 

HIVMA praises passage of the HOPE Act,
urges swift enactment into law

November 13 2013

The U.S. Congress took an important step Tuesday evening with House
passage of the HIV Organ Policy Equity (HOPE) Act, which will allow
research on donation of organs from deceased HIV-infected donors to
HIV-infected recipients. Having been passed by the Senate in June, the
bill is now positioned to move to the White House to be signed into law.
The HOPE Act modernizes outdated federal law to reflect the current
medical understanding of HIV infection and to allow for scientific
research. As HIV clinicians and researchers, we applaud Congressional
passage of the Act and look forward to its swift enactment after it is
signed by the President. 

For patients living with HIV, deceased donors with the same infection
represent a unique source of organs. Passage of the HOPE Act will save
the lives of hundreds of HIV-infected patients struggling with liver and
kidney failure each year. Until enactment of the HOPE Act, research
necessary to explore the feasibility of such transplants was banned under 
federal law.

Currently, an estimated 6,500 people die each year while waiting for
organ transplants. This legislation will significantly reduce that number
for both HIV-infected and HIV-negative patients because of the larger
pool of organs available. Passage of the HOPE Act will also reduce costs
to Medicare for dialysis treatment of end-stage kidney disease, while
protecting public health by maintaining provisions that are critical to safe
organ procurement and allocation.
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The HIV Medicine Association (HIVMA) applauds the HOPE Act's co-
sponsors and supporters, in particular Senators Barbara Boxer (D-CA)
and Tom Coburn (R-OK), and Representatives Lois Capps (D-CA-24th),
Andy Harris (R-MD-1st) and Michael Burgess (R-TX-26th), and looks
forward to the bill's enactment into law and to working with the
administration to swiftly implement this life-saving measure. For more
information, see HIVMA's related FAQ and policy statement. 
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