
 

Contraceptive may be depression linked

May 8 2006

A contraceptive commonly used to treat acne is being investigated by
British authorities for possibly causing depression.

Dianette came under study when more than 100 women said they
suffered depression after the drug was prescribed for them, The Times
of London reported Monday.

Britain's Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Authority
started its investigation after the charity complaints were reported.

The drug, an effective contraceptive, is also licensed in England as a
hormone treatment for severe acne. However, doctors have advised the
drug should not be prescribed solely for use as a contraceptive because
of a higher risk of blood clots than other combination pills, The Times
said.

Women who take it are supposed to stop within three to four months of
their skin problems becoming resolved.
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