
 

New Mexico to study universal health plans

July 21 2006

Gov. Bill Richardson says he is taking steps to do something for the
thousands of New Mexico residents who lack health insurance.

Looking for a long-term solution, Richardson announced Thursday that a
task force will study universal coverage models and make
recommendations in time to prepare a bill for the 2008 legislative
session, the Santa Fe New Mexican reports.

One of the plans the panel will study has been adopted by Massachusetts,
which became the first state to require that all residents have access to
health insurance.

New Mexico has the second highest number of uninsured residents in the
nation, the newspaper said.

In the short-term, Richardson has proposed some $77 million in new
spending to reduce the number of uninsured by as many as 59,000 in two
years, the Albuquerque Journal says.

Richardson plans to ask lawmakers to expand Medicaid to cover adults
without children who earn 100 percent or less of the federal poverty
level. Currently only parents who earn 30 percent of the federal poverty
level can receive benefits.

Copyright 2006 by United Press International

1/2



 

Citation: New Mexico to study universal health plans (2006, July 21) retrieved 19 April 2024
from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2006-07-mexico-universal-health.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2006-07-mexico-universal-health.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

