
 

Alzheimer's disease now 100 years old

October 30 2006

Many of the world's Alzheimer's disease experts will be in Cleveland
next week to observe the 100th anniversary of the first Alzheimer's
disease diagnosis.

Approximately 350 scientists from Australia, Canada, China, Britain,
Japan, Mexico and the United States are to attend a conference Nov. 6-7
sponsored by Case Western Reserve University to discuss advances in
technology, environmental design, ethics and care in dealing with the
disease that affects 18 million people worldwide.

There are 4.5 million U.S. citizens with the disease and that number is
expected to double by 2025.

"As we mark the 100th anniversary of Alzheimer's, it is time to think
broadly and reflect deeply on the meaning of Alzheimer's for individuals
and society," said Dr. Peter Whitehouse, professor of neurology at the
university's Center for Memory and Aging.

Speakers at the "Reflecting on 100 Years of Alzheimer's: The Global
Impact on Quality of Lives" conference will discuss the challenges
created by Alzheimer's disease and related conditions in the areas of
psychiatry, neurology, geriatrics, psychology, nursing and social work.
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