
 

Drug shows promise for Down syndrome

February 26 2007

Researchers at California's Stanford University report a drug known as
PTZ can improve the learning and memory of lab mice with Down
syndrome.

After receiving once-daily doses of PTZ, or pentylenetetrazole,
researchers found the Down syndrome mice could recognize objects and
navigate mazes as well as normal mice, The Los Angeles Times reported.

The improvements lasted up to two months after the drug was
discontinued according to a report by the researchers in the journal
Nature Neuroscience.

Lead author Craig C. Garner, a professor at the Stanford School of
Medicine, told the Times that after more preliminary studies his lab will
prepare for conducting human trials.

Down syndrome is the leading cause of mental retardation. It results
from an extra copy of chromosome 21.

Copyright 2007 by United Press International

Citation: Drug shows promise for Down syndrome (2007, February 26) retrieved 2 May 2024
from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2007-02-drug-syndrome.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private

1/2

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2007-02-drug-syndrome.html


 

study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://www.tcpdf.org

