
 

Study links smoking to female offspring

April 9 2007

A study in Britain suggests that parents who are smokers at the time of
conception are more likely to have a female child.

The Independent reported on the study, which suggests that having a
male baby drops by as much as 50 percent if the parents are both
smokers.

The research, done by pediatricians at the Liverpool School of Tropical
Medicine, also suggests smoking raises the chances of a miscarriage.
Researchers reportedly found that substances contained in cigarettes,
such as nicotine, inhibit sperm carrying male chromosomes from
fertilizing eggs.

The study looked at 9,000 women who gave birth between 1998 and
2003 at the Liverpool Women's Hospital. The Independent reported that
the study also found that women who were exposed to secondhand
smoke during pregnancy were also less likely to give birth to male
infants.

Copyright 2007 by United Press International

Citation: Study links smoking to female offspring (2007, April 9) retrieved 10 April 2024 from 
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2007-04-links-female-offspring.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private

1/2

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2007-04-links-female-offspring.html


 

study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://www.tcpdf.org

