
 

Japan struggling with Tamiflu dilemma

June 18 2007

Japanese officials have confirmed hundreds of citizens have displayed
abnormal reactions after ingesting the prescription flu medication,
Tamiflu.

While initial reports had the total number of citizens afflicted by the
medication at 199 in May, Japan's Health, Labor and Welfare Ministry
recently confirmed 211 people have now shown symptoms, the Yomiuri
Shimbun said Monday.

That figure, which represents reported cases before May 31, was part of
an overall total of 1,377 cases that have been recorded since the
medication's 2001 release.

Included in that multi-year total are 71 people who died after taking
Tamiflu, with some showing abnormal symptoms prior to their deaths
and others dying suddenly.

Some experts have theorized the drug, which is produced by the Roche
pharmaceutical group in Switzerland, may effectively shut down the
nervous systems of those who ingest it.

The newspaper said such a shutdown could potentially result in the
abnormal behavior many victims have displayed.
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