
 

Doctors deny surgery to longtime smoker

September 14 2007

Doctors in Britain say they won't operate on a 57-year-old builder's
broken ankle because he is a smoker.

Hospital officials say John Nuttall has to give up his 20 cigarette-a-day
habit to be eligible for an operation, The (London) Daily Mail said
Thursday.

Nuttall, who broke his ankle in three places in 2005, has smoked for 40
years.

The newspaper said Nuttall is off work and taking prescribed daily doses
of morphine to dull the pain. He said he has been trying to quit but the
best he can do is cut back to 10 cigarettes a week.

A spokesman for the Royal Cornwall Hospital confirmed Nuttall's
operation had been postponed because of "issues relating to nicotine."

Britain's health secretary ruled this year that doctors could deny smokers
operations unless they give up smoking for at least four weeks.

Copyright 2007 by United Press International

Citation: Doctors deny surgery to longtime smoker (2007, September 14) retrieved 20 April
2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2007-09-doctors-deny-surgery-longtime-smoker.html

1/2

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2007-09-doctors-deny-surgery-longtime-smoker.html


 

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://www.tcpdf.org

