
 

Small study shows marijuana does not
increase risk of head, neck cancer

March 4 2008

Smoking marijuana (cannabis) does not increase the user’s risk of head
and neck cancer, according to a new study published in the March 2008
issue of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery.

The small sample study, authored by researchers from New Zealand and
Great Britain, found that among 75 cases of head and neck cancer, the
relative risk of smoking cannabis and contracting head and neck cancer
in marijuana users was the same (1.0) as in those who had never smoked
cannabis. These results differ from the relative risk of contracting cancer
from smoking cigarettes (2.1) and the heavy consumption of alcohol
(5.7), compared with those who abstained from those activities.

However, due to the limits of the study, the authors cannot exclude other
possible effects, and recommend a larger study.

Cancers of the head and neck, with more than 500,000 new cases
diagnosed each year worldwide, represent the fourth most common type
of cancer. It is estimated that more than 13,000 people will die from
head and next cancer each year in the United States alone.

Source: American Academy of Otolaryngology, Head and Neck Surgery

Citation: Small study shows marijuana does not increase risk of head, neck cancer (2008, March
4) retrieved 18 April 2024 from

1/2



 

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2008-03-small-marijuana-neck-cancer.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2008-03-small-marijuana-neck-cancer.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

