
 

Will you be misdiagnosed? -- how diagnostic
errors happen

April 28 2008

How frequently do doctors misdiagnose patients? While research has
demonstrated that the great majority of medical diagnoses are correct,
the answer is probably higher than patients expect and certainly higher
than doctors realize. In a Supplement to the May issue of The American
Journal of Medicine, a collection of articles and commentaries sheds
light on the causes underlying misdiagnoses and demonstrates a
nontrivial rate of diagnostic error that ranges from
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