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Children's cancer group recommends global
evaluation system for neuroblastoma to
improve treatment

December 9 2008

An international coalition of pediatric cancer physicians and researchers
has developed new systems to standardize studies of neuroblastomas
across the world. In the December issue of the Journal of Clinical
Oncology, the International Neuroblastoma Risk Group (INRG) presents
three sets of papers outlining a: standard classification system; pre-
treatment staging system; and an analysis of a rare group of patients.

The INRG studies provide for a unified system of clinical trials that will
enable quicker identification of optimal treatments for neuroblastoma.

Neuroblastoma is the most common solid cancer that occurs outside the
cranium during childhood. For some young children, it disappears with
minimal treatment. In other children, it can be relentlessly aggressive,
with a high likelihood of death. Predicting the behavior of this tumor is
crucial in planning appropriate treatment.

The INRG task force is co-chaired by Susan Cohn, professor and
director of clinical sciences at the University of Chicago Comer
Children's Hospital, and Andrew Pearson, chairman of paediatric
oncology at the Institute of Cancer Research at Royal Marsden Hospital
in the UK.

Cohn says that in the past, criteria used to predict tumor behavior and
stratify treatment have not been uniform throughout the world, which
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makes it impossible to directly compare clinical trial results. The INRG
classification system is designed to create consistency of risk group
assignment around the globe, and will facilitate clinical research.

"We strongly recommend that cooperative groups begin using this
classification system now," Cohn says.

"The system will allow the direct comparison of results from clinical
trials conducted in different regions of the world and will help us
determine the best treatment strategies for patients with neuroblastoma,"
she adds. "By working together, physicians will be able to ask questions
about treatment approaches that would otherwise not be possible to ask
in a single cooperative group or country because of the small numbers of
patients. We plan to continue to expand this database, and as new
molecular tools are developed to test cancer genetics, the INRG
Classification System will be refined."

Source: University of Chicago Medical Center
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