
 

Mexico City closes museums to stop flu
outbreak
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Policemen wearing surgical masks monitor the entrance to the General Hospital
in Mexico City, Friday, April 24, 2009. Federal health authorities closed schools
Friday across this metropolis of 20 million after at least 16 people have died and
more than 900 others fell ill from what health officials suspect is a strain of
swine flu new to Mexico. (AP Photo/Dario Lopez-Mills)

(AP) -- Mexico's federal government has closed museums, libraries, and
state-run theaters as well as schools in its overcrowded capital to stop a
swine flu outbreak authorities say may have killed as many as 60 people.

The government already shut down schools across Mexico City Friday in
hopes of containing the outbreak that has sickened more than 900
people. World health officials worry a global flu epidemic could spread
from the city of 20 million.
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The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says tests show
some of the Mexico victims died from the same new strain of swine flu
that sickened eight people in Texas and California. It's a frightening new
strain that combines genetic material from pigs, birds and humans.

©2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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