
 

Australia to begin vaccinating against swine
flu

September 18 2009, By ROD McGUIRK , Associated Press Writer

(AP) -- Australia approved a vaccine against swine flu Friday and said it
would start administering the medicine this month its most at-risk
citizens, including medical staff, pregnant women and the chronically ill.

Australia's drug regulators on Friday approved CSL Ltd's vaccine for
people above age 10, but the Therapeutic Drug Administration is
awaiting the results of more clinical trials before approving it for
younger children.

Health authorities recommend that immunizations start Sept. 30, Health
Minister Nicola Roxon said.

"This announcement today means Australia will be one of the first
countries to be providing vaccine to its population," Roxon told
reporters.

The United States, which has also ordered the CSL vaccine, plans to start
vaccinating in mid-October. China has approved swine flu vaccines but
has yet to announce a vaccination campaign.

The CSL vaccine will first go to priority groups who make up more than
4 million of Australia's 21 million population - pregnant women, the
chronically ill, the obese, Aborigines in remote Outback communities,
handicapped children who attend special schools and front-line health
workers.
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Trials have found that a single dose is sufficient to immunize an adult.

CSL has already delivered 4 million of the 21 million doses the
government has ordered. The rest will be delivered this year.

Australia will follow President Barack Obama's lead by committing up
to 10 percent of its vaccine to the World Health Organization for
distribution in the Asia-Pacific region, Roxon said.

But the vaccine eventually would be available to all Australians, she said.

WHO has said the swine flu strain has killed more than 3,500 people
worldwide. Last week, it said the flu was declining in countries in the
temperate region of the southern hemisphere including Australia, Chile,
Argentina, New Zealand and South Africa.

But Roxon said more than 300 Australians remained in the hospital with 
swine flu, including 56 patients in intensive care.
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