
 

Blocking cell movement for cancer, MS
treatment

February 10 2010

University of Adelaide researchers in Australia are finding new ways to
block the movement of cells in the body which can cause autoimmune
diseases and the spread of cancer.

Led by Professor of Immunology Shaun McColl, the researchers have
identified molecular "receptors" on the surface of cells which are
involved in helping cells migrate to sites where they can cause disease.

"A number of diseases like cancer and autoimmune diseases, such as
multiple sclerosis and arthritis, involve the inappropriate migration of
cells," says Professor McColl.

"Our research shows that these receptors which help the cells migrate
can be blocked pharmacologically, preventing the cell migration which
causes the disease."

The researchers have identified a number of such receptors in multiple
sclerosis and have developed potential therapeutic drugs that could
control this disease, and other autoimmune diseases.

They are also in the process of identifying receptors on the surface of
metastatic cancer cells.

"These are exciting research outcomes and will offer new treatments for
these diseases which affect millions of people," says Professor McColl.

1/2

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/autoimmune+diseases/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/arthritis/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/cancer+cells/


 

Provided by University of Adelaide

Citation: Blocking cell movement for cancer, MS treatment (2010, February 10) retrieved 26
April 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2010-02-blocking-cell-movement-cancer-ms.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2010-02-blocking-cell-movement-cancer-ms.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

