
 

Child maltreatment investigations not
associated with improvements in household
risk factors

October 4 2010

Household investigations for suspected child maltreatment by Child
Protective Services may not be associated with improvements in
common, modifiable risk factors including social support, family
functioning, poverty and others, according to a report in the October
issue of Archives of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine.

"A Child Protective Services (CPS) investigation, regardless of outcome,
signals a household at risk," the authors write as background information
in the article. "In the years following CPS investigation, households are
at increased risk for family violence and parental dysfunction, for child
medical and behavioral problems, and for future incidents of
maltreatment when compared with households not investigated by CPS."

Using data from the Longitudinal Studies of Child Abuse and Neglect,
Kristine A. Campbell, M.D., M.Sc., of the University of Utah, Salt Lake
City, evaluated a total of 595 children between the ages of 4 and 8 to
evaluate if a CPS investigation for suspected child maltreatment is
associated with subsequent improvements in household, caregiver and
child risk factors. The authors used data from interviews conducted with
the children's maternal caregiver first when the child was 4 years old and
again at age 8.

Of the 595 children included in the study, 164 (27.6 percent) had a CPS
investigation occur between the first and second interviews. Those in the
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investigated group experienced an average of 2.2 CPS investigations
(with a range between one and nine investigations) during the time of the
study. The investigation occurred an average of 18.7 months prior to the
interview conducted at 8 years. Additionally, the investigations "resulted
in at least one substantiated finding of child maltreatment between the
interviews at ages 4 and 8 years in 74 investigated subjects (45.1
percent)."

The authors also found that during the interview at age 4, households of
children in the investigated group had lower family function and more
poverty than households of non-investigated children. Maternal
caregivers of investigated children were older, had less education and
had more depressive symptoms than caregivers of children in the
comparison group. Investigated children also were more likely to be
white and to have had previous CPS investigation. Analysis of interviews
conducted at age 8 found that a CPS investigation was associated with
higher levels of poverty, maternal depressive symptoms and child
behavior problems.

The findings "identified no significant difference in social support,
family function, poverty, maternal education and child behavior
problems associated with CPS investigation. Maternal depressive
symptoms were worse in households with a CPS investigation compared
with those without an investigation." Based on these findings, the authors
conclude that this study "provides an important perspective on the
association between a CPS investigation for suspected child
maltreatment and subsequent household, caregiver and child risk. Our
finding that CPS investigation is not associated with improvements in
common, modifiable risk factors suggests that we may be missing an
opportunity for secondary prevention."

  More information: Arch Pediatr Adolesc Med.
2010;164[10]:943-949.
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