
 

HIV-infected donors present novel source of
organs for HIV-infected transplant
candidates

May 23 2011

A new study published in the American Journal of Transplantation
reveals that HIV-infected deceased donors represent a potentially novel
source of organs for HIV-infected transplant candidates that could
decrease waitlist deaths and even shorten the national waitlist.

For patients with HIV, there is an increased chance of dying while
awaiting transplantation, as the HIV itself causes the risk of dying on the
waiting list to be higher. The option of deceased donors who were also
infected with HIV could shorten this wait time. However, this is now
illegal due to a 1988 Congressional bill.

Led by Dorry Segev, MD, PhD, of Johns Hopkins Medical Institutions,
researchers utilized Nationwide Inpatient Sample (NIS) and HIV
Research Network (HIVRN) data to assess HIV-infected deaths
compatible with donation.

An average of 534 potential donors per year were estimated among
inpatient deaths of HIV-infected patients captured in NIS. An average of
494 potential donors per year with well-controlled HIV and causes of
death compatible with organ donation were estimated among HIV-
infected patients in care.

The results show that organs from approximately 500 HIV-infected, but
otherwise healthy deceased donors per year are discarded due to a
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federal ban on the transplantation of HIV-infected organs.

"HIV/AIDS is no longer an immediate death sentence and can be
managed as a chronic condition, making the ban on transplantation of
HIV-infected organs no longer prudent," Segev notes. "If Congress
reversed its ban on allowing people with HIV to be organ donors after
their death, between 500 and 1000 HIV-infected patients with kidney or 
liver failure each year could get transplants faster. This would reduce
their risk of death on the waiting list, improve their survival, and even
make the list shorter for everyone else who is also waiting for an organ."
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