
 

New drug adds to arsenal against AIDS

July 15 2011

A new drug, rilpivirine, can add powerfully to the combination of
medications used to control HIV for first-time patients, researchers
conclude in Friday's issue of The Lancet.

Rilpivirine, marketed by pharmaceutical firm Tibotec under the brand
name of Edurant, is both safe and effective and its side effects are fewer
and less severe compared with the widely-used efavirenz, or Sustiva,
they say.

Combination therapy for new HIV patients commonly entails giving
either efavirenz or nevirapine in conjunction with drugs of a separate
class in order to attack the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) from
different angles.

Efavirenz and nevirapine are equally effective at suppressing HIV but
can cause severe side effects, which is why there has been a search for a
substitute drug in their class.

The two studies report on data from two trials carried out among nearly
1,400 patients in 21 countries.

Rilpivirine, a so-called second generation antiretroviral, was approved
for combination therapy in May by the US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA).

The study appears in the runup to a four-day medical conference,
starting in Rome on Sunday, on the state of the HIV/AIDS pandemic.
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Acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) has claimed some 30
million lives since the first recorded cases emerged in June 1981. At
least 33 million people are living with HIV, according to UN estimates
for 2009.

(c) 2011 AFP

Citation: New drug adds to arsenal against AIDS (2011, July 15) retrieved 10 April 2024 from 
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2011-07-drug-arsenal-aids.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2011-07-drug-arsenal-aids.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

