
 

King Tut and half of European men share
DNA
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Tuthankamen's famous burial mask, on display in the Egyptian Museum in
Cairo. Source: wikipedia

According to a group of geneticists in Switzerland from iGENEA, the
DNA genealogy center, as many as half of all European men and 70
percent of British men share the same DNA as the Egyptian Pharaoh
Tutankhamun, or King Tut.

For a film created for the Discovery Channel, scientists worked to
reconstruct the DNA of the young male King, his father Akhenaten and
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his grandfather Amenhotep III. They discovered that King Tut had a 
DNA profile that belongs to a group called haplogroup R1b1a2. This
group can be found in over 50 percent of European men and shows the
researchers that there is a common ancestor.

This genetic profile group is also found in 70 percent of Spanish males
and 60 percent of French males however, it is only present in less than
one percent of men in modern-day Egyptian men.

The R1b1a2 DNA haplogroup is believed to have originated in the Black
Sea region some 9500 years ago and spread to Europe with the spread of
agriculture in 7000BC. Researchers are unsure as to how and when the
group first came to Egypt. They believe the reasoning the R1b1a2
haplogroup is rarely found in modern-day Egypt is due partially to
European immigration throughout the last 2000 years.

iGENEA plans to continue to search for more DNA lineage and are
looking to discover King Tut’s closest living relatives. They announced
this week that they are selling a DNA service for between 139 and 399
euros and they will test the DNA of those people who are interested in
seeing how related to King Tut they may be. This offer, according to
Roman Scholz who is the director of iGENEA, has already gained a lot
of interest.
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