
 

Japan finds radiation in rice, more tests
planned

September 24 2011

(AP) -- Japan is ordering more tests on rice growing near a crippled
nuclear plant after finding elevated levels of radiation, government
officials said Saturday.

A sample of unharvested rice contained 500 becquerels of cesium per
kilogram, they said. Radioactive cesium was spewed from the
Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power plant after it was damaged by a
massive earthquake and tsunami on March 11.

Under Japanese regulations, rice with up to 500 becquerels of cesium
per kilogram is considered safe for consumption.

Officials have tested rice from more than 400 spots in Fukushima
prefecture. The highest level of cesium previously found was 136
becquerels per kilogram, prefectural official Kazuhiko Kanno said.

News of the elevated radiation level in rice from Nihonmatsu city, 55
kilometers (35 miles) west of the nuclear plant, set off alarm in the
Japanese media.

The government has been testing vegetables and fish for radiation since
the disaster, in which backup generators and cooling systems failed at
the plant and the cores of three reactors melted.

Some nations have stopped importing some food products from Japan.
Japanese consumers are nervous about radiation, but campaigns to buy
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from Fukushima have drawn support around the nation.

©2011 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

Citation: Japan finds radiation in rice, more tests planned (2011, September 24) retrieved 20
March 2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2011-09-japan-rice.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2011-09-japan-rice.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

