
 

FDA approves first generic versions of
Zyprexa

October 24 2011

(AP) -- Federal health officials on Monday approved the first generic
versions of the blockbuster drug Zyprexa, an expensive treatment for
schizophrenia and bipolar mood disorder.

Zyprexa posted sales of $5.7 billion last year for drugmaker Eli Lilly &
Co Inc., according to prescription tracking company IMS Health.

The new low-cost versions of the drug will be marketed by Indian
generic drugmaker Dr. Reddy's Laboratories and by Teva
Pharmaceutical Industries, based in Israel.

Zyprexa is part of a class of medications called atypical antipsychotics
that effect levels of dopamine, a brain chemical that controls behavior,
mood and movement. Doctors overwhelmingly embraced the drugs in
the 1990s over older treatments, because they were thought to be less
likely to cause side effects like muscle tremors and spasms. The newer
medications have their own side effects; including weight gain, high
blood sugar and drowsiness.

Drugs like Zyprexa can cost up to $500 per month. Generic versions can
cut the cost by up to 80 percent.

FDA approves generic versions of medications after the patent on the
original drug expires or has been ruled invalid in court.

Shares of Indianapolis-based Eli Lilly rose 12 cents to $38.19 in

1/2

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/generic+versions/


 

afternoon trading.

©2011 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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