
 

Brussels greenlights natural Latin American
sweetener

November 14 2011

Brussels gave its green light Monday to the use of the age-old natural
South American sweetener, stevia, in foods and drinks across the
European Union.

The European Commission said it gave approval of the natural sweetener
for use in the food industry from December 2 on the recommendation of
the European Food Safety Agency (EFSA).

Stevia rebaudiana, sometimes known as sweatleaf or sugarleaf, is part of
the sunflower family. Its steviol glycoside extracts can be far sweeter
than sugar, making it attractive for low-carbohydrate, low-sugar foods.

Stevia is widely used in Asia and South America.

The director of the International Stevia Council welcomed the decision
saying that "as a result, consumers across Europe will be able to enjoy
products sweetened by steviol glycosides."

(c) 2011 AFP

Citation: Brussels greenlights natural Latin American sweetener (2011, November 14) retrieved
19 April 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2011-11-brussels-greenlights-natural-latin-american.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is

1/2

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/food+industry/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/glycosides/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2011-11-brussels-greenlights-natural-latin-american.html


 

provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://www.tcpdf.org

