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New tuberculosis research movement needed

November 30 2011

In this week's PLoS Medicine, Christian Lienhardt from the WHO 1n
Geneva, Switzerland and colleagues announce that the Stop TB
Partnership and the WHO Stop TB Department have launched the TB
Research Movement.

In the article the authors describe the development of the Research
Movement strategic plan, highlighting progress in its two key
components: (1) the analysis of the global funding landscape for TB
research, and (2) the development of a global TB research agenda.

The problem remains vast. The authors say that "With 9.4 million new
cases of tuberculosis (TB) and 1.7 million TB deaths worldwide in 2009,
TB constitutes an unacceptable burden of human suffering and loss. The
tools available for TB control are old, lack effectiveness, and are not
readily accessible in many settings: the diagnosis of pulmonary TB still
relies in most high-burden countries on sputum microscopy, a century
old technology; treatment of tuberculosis is based on drugs that are over
40 years old and requires direct supervision to ensure full treatment
adherence and prevent drug resistance; and the only TB vaccine (BCG),
first used in 1922, has a variable protective efficacy in adults. Novel
tools are needed for better TB care and control worldwide."

The authors go on: "Through this strategic plan, the TB research
movement is creating a framework for concrete actions to harmonize
and synergize TB research efforts globally, so that the poor and
vulnerable populations burdened by TB will reap the dividend of less TB
through more research and innovation."
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More information: Lienhardt C, Espinal M, Pai M, Maher D,
Raviglione MC (2011) What Research Is Needed to Stop TB?
Introducing the TB Research Movement. PLoS Med 8(11): e1001135.
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