
 

Typhoid cases soar in Zimbabwe

March 4 2012

Some 3,000 cases of typhoid have been reported in Zimbabwe's capital
of Harare since the first case was detected in a working-class suburb in
January, state media reported on Sunday.

"At the moment we have over 3,000 cases, both suspected and
confirmed," The Sunday Mail newspaper quoted Prosper Chonzi, the
city's health services director as saying.

More than 90 people from one of the capital's suburbs, Kuwadzana, were
admitted to hospital in January. Health authorities banned open-air food
vending to try to curb the spread of the disease.

"Our worry is that typhoid is now spreading to other areas adjacent to
Kuwadzana," Chonzi said.

"We are now moving into the unaffected areas so that we can educate
people about the spread of typhoid. The city has found it better to
concentrate on preventive measures rather than corrective measures."

Health Minister Henry Madzorera said in an interview with state
television the government had no money to deal with the typhoid
outbreak which has since spread to other provinces.

Typhoid thrives in areas that do not have proper sanitation.

Poor hygiene and sanitation have caused numerous disease outbreaks in
Zimbabwe in recent years.
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Some suburbs go for weeks without running water as Zimbabwean
municipalities struggle to keep up services.

Last October, more than 6,000 cases of diarrhoea were reported in the
southern towns of Masvingo and Kadoma and children were the worst
affected.

Four years ago over 4,000 people died of cholera in an outbreak which
affected nearly 100,000 people.

(c) 2012 AFP

Citation: Typhoid cases soar in Zimbabwe (2012, March 4) retrieved 18 April 2024 from 
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2012-03-typhoid-cases-soar-zimbabwe.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2012-03-typhoid-cases-soar-zimbabwe.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

