
 

Evidence for emergency obstetric referral
interventions in developing countries is
limited

July 10 2012

In this week's PLoS Medicine, Julia Hussein from the University of
Aberdeen in Scotland and colleagues assess the evidence for the
effectiveness of interventions that aim to help pregnant women reach
health facilities during an emergency in developing country settings.

In a systematic review of the literature they found that the level of
evidence for emergency obstetric referral interventions was poor and
that limitations in the design of individual studies made determining the
effect of referral interventions on outcomes difficult.

The authors note, "[d]espite the wealth of literature describing means to
improve women's access to maternity care during emergencies, know-
how for effective implementation remains limited."

  More information: Hussein J, Kanguru L, Astin M, Munjanja S
(2012) The Effectiveness of Emergency Obstetric Referral Interventions
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e1001264. doi:10.1371/journal.pmed.1001264
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