
 

US city declares West Nile outbreak
emergency

August 16 2012, by SARAH KUTA

(AP) — Ten deaths and more than 200 cases of the West Nile virus in
northern Texas have become the worst U.S. outbreak this year, leading
the Dallas mayor to order the city's first aerial spraying of insecticide in
more than 45 years.

"The number of cases, the number of deaths are remarkable, and we
need to sit up and take notice," Mayor Mike Rawlings said during a city
council briefing Wednesday.

Texas health department statistics show 381 cases and 16 deaths related
to the mosquito-borne virus statewide.

State health commissioner Dr. David Lakey said half of all West Nile 
cases in the U.S so far this year are in Texas.

Aerial spraying for mosquitoes could begin Thursday evening,
depending on weather conditions.

Copyright 2012 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material
may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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