
 

Zurich children's hospital lifts ban on
circumcision

August 10 2012

A Swiss hospital announced Friday that it has lifted a moratorium on
religiously-motivated circumcisions imposed in July in the wake of a
court ruling in neighbouring Germany.

From now on Zurich Children's Hospital said it will act on a case-by-
case basis taking into account the "wellbeing of the child", Swiss news
agency ATS reported.

Parents' written consent is also required by the hospital which consulted
widely on the ethics of the practice before coming to its decision, the
agency added.

The hospital's initial ban followed a ruling in June by a court in Cologne,
Germany, which said that circumcision was tantamount to grievous
bodily harm.

Germany Chancellor Angela Merkel reportedly said the verdict risked
making Germany a "laughing stock", but the judgment made waves in
Switzerland, where some hospitals reconsidered their position on the
procedure.

The development is unlikely to have much effect on the practice in
Switzerland, where it can be carried out in any hospital for a fee.

(c) 2012 AFP

1/2

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/circumcision/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/angela+merkel/


 

Citation: Zurich children's hospital lifts ban on circumcision (2012, August 10) retrieved 24
April 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2012-08-zurich-children-hospital-circumcision.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2012-08-zurich-children-hospital-circumcision.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

