
 

Oregon plague victim loses fingers and toes

September 19 2012

(AP)—An Oregon man who nearly died from the plague in June has now
lost his withered fingers and toes to the disease known as the Black
Death.

Doctors amputated the blackened extremities of Paul "Steve" Gaylord in
an operation that lasted 2 1/2 hours Monday at the St. Charles Medical
Center in Bend.

The 60-year-old Prineville man told The Oregonian (is.gd/eOaxzB ) the
surgery was a success but painful.

He says he's happy to be alive and wants to get out of pain and be able to
walk and do things for himself. He faces months of physical therapy.

Gaylord was infected in June when he tried to take a mouse out of the
throat of his choking cat.

Copyright 2012 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material
may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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