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FDA chief seeks new powers to police
pharmacies

November 14 2012

(AP)—The country's top medical regulator is preparing to tell Congress
that new laws are needed to police large specialty pharmacies like the
one at the center of a deadly meningitis outbreak.

Testimony released ahead of the first congressional hearing on the
incident shows that Food and Drug Administration Commissioner
Margaret Hamburg will ask lawmakers to give her agency more authority
and funding to oversee compounding pharmacies. She plans to testify
before the House Energy and Commerce Committee.

About 440 people have been sickened by contaminated steroid shots
distributed by New England Compounding Center, and more than 32
deaths have been reported. Congress is meeting to consider new
restrictions on compounding pharmacies, which currently operate in a
legal gray area between state and federal regulation.

Copyright 2012 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material
may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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