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Czech lower house approves medical
marijuana

December 7 2012

(AP)—The lower house of Parliament has approved legislation that
makes it legal in the Czech Republic to use marijuana for medical
treatment.

The bill still needs to be approved by Parliament's upper house.

The lawmakers agreed Friday that marijuana would be imported and
later grown locally by registered firms licensed for such activity, which
is currently illegal.

Patients will need a prescription from a doctor to get the drug at
pharmacies, and treatment will not be covered by health insurance.
Patients wouldn't be allowed to grow marijuana at home.

Medical marijuana use is legal in a number of European countries and
the United States. The drug is commonly used to relieve conditions such
as chronic pain and cancer.

Copyright 2012 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material
may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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