
 

Brazilian crack addicts to be forcibly
committed

January 4 2013

(AP)—Officials in Brazil's most populous state say they will start
forcing adult crack addicts to go to rehabilitation centers in an effort to
curb growing use of the drug.

The Sao Paulo state plan was announced Thursday and is scheduled to
begin in 10 days.

Addicts who refuse treatment can be committed against their will by an
anti-drug commission of judges, prosecutors and lawyers.

Demand for crack has grown in recent years and addicts have occupied
open-air "crack lands" in cities such as Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro.

A recent study by the Federal University of Sao Paulo found that Brazil
is now the world's largest consumer of both cocaine and its crack
derivative. About 6 million adults have tried cocaine in some form.

Copyright 2013 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material
may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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