
 

Former WHO chief Hiroshi Nakajima dies at
84

January 28 2013

Hiroshi Nakajima, a Japanese doctor and former director-general of the
World Health Organization, died at the weekend in France at the age of
84, the UN health body said Monday.

Nakajima, who led the WHO from 1988 to 1998, died in Poitiers in
western France on Saturday after a short illness, the agency said in a
statement.

His decade-long term at the head of the WHO was a controversial one,
marked by accusations of financial mismanagement and dubious
priorities and by a famous conflict with the former director of the
WHO's anti-AIDS programme, Jonathan Mann, who resigned in protest
in 1990.

Mann told the New York Times after his resignation: "We're facing a
very important worldwide epidemic that requires continual innovation
and action, and Dr Nakajima and I do not see eye to eye on the
importance and strategy of the fight against AIDS."

The WHO stressed Monday that Nakajima had been the driving force
behind some of its most successful programmes, including its strategy
for treating and reining in tuberculosis and the expansion of its global
vaccination programme for children.

"For all of these initiatives, the impact on people's health mattered most
to him," current WHO chief Margaret Chan told a meeting of the
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organisation's executive board in Geneva, according to the statement.

"One of Dr Nakajima's greatest passions was to see polio defeated. We
are doing so now.... Let these efforts also be a tribute to his memory,"
she said.

The participants at the Geneva board meeting honoured Nakajima, who
is survived by his wife Martha Nakajima and two sons, with a minute of
silence.

(c) 2013 AFP

Citation: Former WHO chief Hiroshi Nakajima dies at 84 (2013, January 28) retrieved 25 April
2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2013-01-chief-hiroshi-nakajima-dies.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/polio/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2013-01-chief-hiroshi-nakajima-dies.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

