
 

EU launches public consultation on sweetener
aspartame

January 8 2013

The EU's food safety agency on Tuesday launched a public consultation
on its draft scientific opinion regarding the safety of the artificial
sweetener aspartame.

"All stakeholders and interested parties are invited to comment on the
draft opinion through the online public consultation by 15 February
2013," the European Food Safety Agency said in a statement.

EFSA experts, using available information on aspartame and its
breakdown products, has concluded in a draft opinion that they were
safe at levels currently set in Europe.

The experts looked at the possible adverse effects of phenylalanine, one
of aspartame's breakdown products, on the developing fetus.
Phenylalanine is known to be toxic at high intake levels.
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