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Knowing cost of imaging tests doesn't cut
utilization

February 1 2013
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Physicians do not order fewer imaging tests if they are aware of the costs,
according to a study published online Jan. 2 in the Journal of the American
College of Radiology.

(HealthDay)—Physicians do not order fewer imaging tests if they are
aware of the costs, according to a study published online Jan. 2 in the
Journal of the American College of Radiology.

Daniel J. Durand, M.D., from Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore,
Md., and colleagues identified the 10 most frequently ordered imaging
tests in fiscal year 2007. No costs were displayed during a baseline
period from Nov. 10, 2008, to May 9, 2009. Costs were displayed only
for tests in the active group during a seasonally matched intervention
period from Nov. 10, 2009, to May 9, 2010. At the conclusion of the
study, the number of orders executed for all tests during both periods
was compared.
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The researchers found that there was no significant difference in the
mean utilization change between the active group and the control group
(2.8 £ 4.4 percent and —3.0 £ 5.5 percent, respectively; P = 0.10). For
the active versus control group, there was no significant difference in the
correlation between the cost of the test and the change in utilization. The
study had 90 percent power to detect an 11.8 percent difference in mean
relative utilization change between groups, on the basis of the observed
standard deviations.

"Provider cost transparency alone did not influence inpatient imaging
utilization or its associated costs in any significant fashion," the authors
write. "Specifically, the large decreases in laboratory test utilization due
to provider cost transparency reported previously were not found to
generalize to inpatient imaging at a tertiary care academic hospital."
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