
 

Crack user study finds critical need for
intervention

May 14 2013

A Brazilian investigative team, collaborating with a Simon Fraser
University researcher, is citing an urgent need for targeted interventions
among young crack users in cities throughout Brazil, identified as the
world's biggest crack market, and further research to better address the
problem.

SFU health sciences professor Benedikt Fischer and his Brazilian
collaborators carried out a study of 160 young adult crack users in Rio
de Janeiro and Salvador. Its findings paint a somber picture of socially
disenfranchised drug users with extensive health problems and
involvement in crime.

Published last month in the International Journal of Drug Policy, the
study sheds light on the key characteristics of young crack users in a bid
to better understand the problem and the interventions needed.

Study participants were assessed on key social, health, drug use and
service use characteristics.

"Crack users in the two Brazilian sites featured extensive socio-
economic marginalization and are involved in crack and poly-drug use as
well as sexual risk behaviours, and have compromised health status,"
says Fischer, noting that despite the high needs, social and health service
utilization remain low.

"This research confirms that crack users are among the most
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marginalized of drug users, and feature extensive health and social
needs, yet are commonly not provided adequate services," says Fischer,
who maintains a visiting professorship at the Institute of Psychiatry,
Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and has collaborated
extensively with the Brazilian authors involved in the study.

  More information: www.ijdp.org/article/s0955-395 …
(13)00041-8/abstract
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