
 

Namibia forced to roll back free condom
programme

July 31 2013

Reduced donor funding has forced the Namibian government to shrink
the supply of free condoms, a government report said Tuesday,
threatening the country's fight against sexually transmitted diseases.

A ministry of health and social services study seen by AFP shows free
condom distribution has fallen from 25 million condoms five years ago
to 15 million in 2011-2012.

The supply of female condoms over the same period dropped from
499,000 to 281,000.

One of the key donors, the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and
Malaria has in the past years scaled back funding.

According to the ministry, although funding by Global Fund accounts
for a substantial decline in the last two years, "free issue condom
distribution was on a downward spiral before the withdrawal."

About 70 percent of the free issue condoms are procured by the state, in
this sparsely populated country of 2.1 million.

Namibia has been lauded by international organisations for its fight
against TB and AIDS, but the country is battling an increasing rate of
teenage pregnancies.

© 2013 AFP

1/2



 

Citation: Namibia forced to roll back free condom programme (2013, July 31) retrieved 9 April
2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2013-07-namibia-free-condom-programme.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2013-07-namibia-free-condom-programme.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

