
 

AAGBI: Wrong fluid commonly used as
arterial flush in ICU

September 23 2013

  
 

  

(HealthDay)—Use of the wrong fluid in an arterial flush is commonly
reported in intensive care unit (ICU) practice and elsewhere in hospital
practice, according to a study published online Sept. 5 in Anaesthesia and
presented at the annual congress of the Association of Anaesthetists of
Great Britain and Ireland, held from Sept. 18 to 20 in Dublin.

Following a patient safety incident in their ICU, Rebecca A. Leslie, from
the Royal United Hospital in Bath, U.K., and colleagues surveyed current
arterial line practice and examined whether the 2008 U.K. National
Patient Safety Agency recommendations had been adopted. All 241
adult U.K. ICUs were contacted, and 94.6 percent completed the survey.

The researchers found that some recommendations have been widely
implemented, including use of 0.9 percent sodium chloride as flush fluid
and two-person checking of fluids before use. Other recommendations
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have been incompletely implemented, including prescription of fluids,
two-person checking at shift changes, use of opaque pressure bags, and
arterial sample technique. Thirty percent of respondents reported using
the wrong fluid as an arterial flush for ICU practice and a further 30
percent for practice elsewhere in the hospital.

"This points to the urgent need for further national debate on standards
of practice around arterial lines so we can work towards eliminating
these risks," a coauthor said in a statement.

  More information: Full Text
Case Report
Editorial
More Information

Copyright © 2013 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

Citation: AAGBI: Wrong fluid commonly used as arterial flush in ICU (2013, September 23)
retrieved 27 April 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2013-09-aagbi-wrong-fluid-commonly-arterial.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/national+debate/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/anae.12389/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/anae.12388/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/anae.12412/full
http://www.annualcongress.org
http://www.healthday.com/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2013-09-aagbi-wrong-fluid-commonly-arterial.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

