
 

About half of health care providers are
'digital omnivores'
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About half of health care providers are "digital omnivores," meaning they use a
tablet, smartphone, and laptop/desktop computer routinely in a professional
capacity, according to a report published by Epocrates.

(HealthDay)—About half of health care providers are "digital
omnivores," meaning they use a tablet, smartphone, and laptop/desktop
computer routinely in a professional capacity, according to a report
published by Epocrates.

Researchers surveyed 1,063 health care providers from the Epocrates
market research panel regarding their mobile technology use.
Respondents included primary care practitioners, cardiologists,
oncologists, psychiatrists, nurse practitioners, and physician assistants.

According to the report, 47 percent of respondents in 2013 were digital
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omnivores, up from 28 percent in 2012. They report using computers at
about the same rate as other health care providers, and prefer mobile
devices for all tasks, including reading journal materials, visiting
professional resources, communication with colleagues, and e-mail.
Although personal computers are predominantly used during standard
working hours, tablet and smartphone use accounts for more than 40
percent of a typical clinician's digital time at work. Time spent on tablets
and smartphones accounts for most of the time clinicians spend on
digital devices out of normal work hours. Tablets and smartphones are
more commonly used than computers for search traffic, accessing
professional resources, and communication among colleagues. Only one
in three clinicians reported that their practice electronic health record is
optimized for mobile use.

"Digital omnivores are becoming the standard: connected, mobile-
centric clinicians who show preference for mobile screens in all
professional tasks and spend more time accessing digital information
than their colleagues," according to the report.

  More information: More Information

Copyright © 2013 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

Citation: About half of health care providers are 'digital omnivores' (2013, September 11)
retrieved 23 April 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2013-09-health-digital-omnivores.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/search+traffic/
http://www.epocrates.com/oldsite/statistics/2013%20Epocrates%20Mobile%20Trends%20Report_FINAL.pdf
http://www.healthday.com/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2013-09-health-digital-omnivores.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

