
 

Reports of US cases of flesh-eating drug
questioned
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DEA says none of the drug samples tested so far has been confirmed as home-
cooked krokodil.

(HealthDay)—Has the new "flesh-eating" drug of abuse known as
krokodil reached the United States?

The drug is dubbed krokodil, the Russian word for crocodile, because it
originated in that country and can cause horrific skin lesions resembling
reptilian skin. Recent media reports have suggested that the home-
cooked drug, which carries the scientific name desomorphine, has now
reached addicts in the United States.

But drug enforcement agents say they aren't sure, and they continue to
collect and test drug samples from areas where doctors have seen
patients with suspicious skin lesions.
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So far, a sample sent from Chicago, where doctors report that they've
treated five patients who may have used the drug, including two sisters
who have been widely photographed and interviewed about their
experience, proved to be heroin.

"We're checking this out. We're very, very concerned about it. We
would hate to see something like this catch on here," said Barbara
Carreno, a press officer at the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration.

Krokodil has been a scourge in Russia for the last decade, where it's
cooked at home as an alternative to heroin.

Carreno said the drug flourished in rural areas in Russia, where addicts
didn't have access to purer narcotics. However, heroin is relatively easily
accessible and cheap in the United States, so there would seem to be less
of an incentive to mix up the more caustic concoction here, she said.

Krokodil is made by combining codeine pills with common ingredients
such as gasoline, red phosphorus from match tips, alcohol, and iodine.
Experts say the result is a highly addictive drug that's also highly
corrosive to the body.

A high from a drug like morphine lasts four to six hours. But the high
from krokodil lasts only about 90 minutes, added Stephen Dewey,
director of the Laboratory for Behavioral and Molecular Neuroimaging
at the Feinstein Institute for Medical Research in Manhasset, N.Y.
Dewey studies how addictive drugs affect the brain. Typically, he said,
"the shorter the high, the more addictive the drug."

Users who inject krokodil quickly suffer the consequences.

"It kills the blood supply to the skin, so the skin starts to decompose and
come off," Dewey explained.
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Photos of victims have been horrific. They show users with open sores
that sink deep into the flesh, skin on legs and arms blackened and
rotting, or fingertips eaten away as if by acid. Krokodil gets its street
name from its tendency to turn human skin green and scaly.

Users who can't break the habit face amputations and death. Doctors in
Oklahoma say a local man died from using krokodil last year. They say
autopsy detected traces of desomorphine and other drugs in his system.

Through September, six cases of suspected krokodil abuse had been
reported to U.S. poison control centers in 2013, said Brett Schuster, a
spokesman for the American Association of Poison Control Centers in
Alexandria, Va. Recent media reports have suggested there may be even
more.

So far, however, none of the cases has been confirmed.

"We don't want to question anything that doctors are finding. I can only
say that we, so far, have not gotten a sample that has turned out to be
krokodil," Carreno said.

  More information: For more on krokodil, head to the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administration.
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