
 

Qatar reports three camel MERS infections

November 28 2013

Qatar said on Thursday that three camels have been found infected with
the MERS coronavirus, in the first case of animals contracting the SARS-
like virus in the Gulf state.

The camels were found in the same barn, and had been in contact with
two humans who fully recovered from the Middle East Respiratory
Syndrome, said the country's Supreme Council of Health.

It was the second reported case of animals infected with MERS after
Saudi Arabia announced a camel had tested positive for the virus this
month.

The World Health Organisation says it has been informed of 160
laboratory-confirmed cases of infection worldwide since September last
year, including 68 deaths.

Saudi Arabia is the worst affected country, accounting for 55 deaths.

Experts are struggling to understand the MERS virus, for which there is
no vaccine.

It is considered a deadlier but less-transmissible cousin of the SARS
virus that erupted in Asia in 2003 and infected 8,273 people, nine
percent of whom died.

In August, researchers pointed to Arabian camels as possible hosts of the
virus, which has hit hardest in the desert kingdom.
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Like SARS, MERS appears to cause a lung infection, with patients
suffering from a temperature, cough and breathing difficulty.

But it differs in that it also causes rapid kidney failure and the extremely
high death rate has caused serious concern.

© 2013 AFP

Citation: Qatar reports three camel MERS infections (2013, November 28) retrieved 24 April
2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2013-11-qatar-camel-mers-infections.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2013-11-qatar-camel-mers-infections.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

