
 

Sen. Joe Manchin seeks to block new
painkiller

March 11 2014

U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin is calling on the government's top health official
to overturn the approval of a powerful painkiller, arguing that the pill
Zohydro could add to the national epidemic of prescription drug abuse.

The West Virginia Democrat joins a chorus of lawmakers, state
prosecutors and medical groups seeking a reversal of the Food and Drug
Administration's October approval. In a letter Monday, Manchin asks
Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius to overrule the
agency's decision.

Zohydro is the first single-ingredient hydrocodone drug ever cleared for
U.S. patients. The extended-release pill contains more of the narcotic
pain reliever than older combination pills, such as Vicodin.

The FDA approval surprised many doctors, since the agency's own
advisers voted overwhelmingly against the drug, citing its abuse
potential.

© 2014 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.

Citation: Sen. Joe Manchin seeks to block new painkiller (2014, March 11) retrieved 5 May 2024
from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2014-03-sen-joe-manchin-block-painkiller.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

1/1

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2014-03-sen-joe-manchin-block-painkiller.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

