
 

Lebanon records first case of MERS virus
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In this Thursday, Oct. 17, 2013 file photo, Egyptian Muslim pilgrims pray after
they cast stones at a pillar, symbolizing the stoning of Satan, in a ritual called
"Jamarat," the last rite of the annual hajj, in Mina near the Muslim holy city of
Mecca, Saudi Arabia. Four more people have died in Saudi Arabia after
contracting an often fatal Middle East respiratory virus as the number of new
confirmed infections in the kingdom climbs higher, according to health officials.
The Saudi health ministry said in a statement posted online late Wednesday, May
8, 2014 that 18 new confirmed cases of the Middle East Respiratory Syndrome
were reported in the capital Riyadh, the western cities of Jiddah, Mecca and
Medina, and in the city of Najran, along the border with Yemen.(AP Photo/Amr
Nabil, File)
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Lebanon has recorded its first case of the often-fatal Middle East
respiratory virus, the Health Ministry said Friday.

The virus was detected Thursday in a man who had checked into a local
hospital after feeling ill, the ministry said. It said the case was not severe,
and the man has since been discharged.

A ministry official said the patient had recently returned from a visit to
several Gulf countries, including Saudi Arabia.

The kingdom has been the focal point of the outbreak of the virus,
known as the Middle East Respiratory Syndrome.

MERS belongs to a family of viruses that include both the common cold
and SARS, which killed some 800 people in a global outbreak in 2003. It
can cause symptoms that include fever, breathing problems, pneumonia
and kidney failure.

Not everyone who contracts the virus that causes MERS gets sick, while
others show only mild symptoms. There is no cure or vaccine.

Still, the threat from the virus has prompted health officials around the
region to adopt protective measures to try to prevent the spread of the
disease.

  
 

2/4

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/global+outbreak/


 

  

This undated file electron microscope image made available by the National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases - Rocky Mountain Laboratories
shows novel coronavirus particles, also known as the MERS virus, colorized in
yellow. Four more people have died in Saudi Arabia after contracting an often
fatal Middle East respiratory virus as the number of new confirmed infections in
the kingdom climbs higher, according to health officials. The Saudi health
ministry said in a statement posted online late Wednesday, May 8, 2014 that 18
new confirmed cases of the Middle East Respiratory Syndrome were reported in
the capital Riyadh, the western cities of Jiddah, Mecca and Medina, and in the
city of Najran, along the border with Yemen.(AP Photo/NIAID - RML, File)

In Lebanon, the health minister on Thursday ordered that thermal
cameras be set up at Beirut's international airport to check arriving
passengers for possible signs of fever, indicating a possible MERS
infection.

© 2014 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.

3/4



 

Citation: Lebanon records first case of MERS virus (2014, May 9) retrieved 5 June 2024 from 
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2014-05-lebanon-case-mers-virus.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

4/4

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2014-05-lebanon-case-mers-virus.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

