
 

Ebola cases rise in Africa as doctors sound
alarm
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In this file photo taken on Tuesday, June 17, 2014, people protest outside a
hospital as Liberia President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf visit's the area after Ebola
death's in Monrovia, Liberia. A senior official for Doctors Without Borders says
the Ebola outbreak ravaging West Africa is "totally out of control" and that the
medical group is stretched to the limit in its capacity to respond. Bart Janssens,
the director of operations for the group in Brussels, said Friday, June 20, 2014,
that international organizations and the governments involved need to send in
more health experts and to increase the public education messages about how to
stop the spread of the disease. (AP Photo/Jonathan Paye-Layleh,File)
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The international medical organization Doctors Without Borders
sounded the alarm Monday over the outbreak of the Ebola disease in
West Africa as some 20 new deaths have been reported.

In its own statement Monday, the World Health Organization said that
the latest figures show 567 cases with 350 deaths in Guinea, Liberia and
Sierra Leone. Last week the organization reported more than 330 deaths.

Most of the deaths, 267 of them, are in Guinea, but with Sierra Leone
reporting 39 new cases and eight deaths between June 15 and 17, growth
there appears to be faster, according to the organization's figures.

The World Health Organization said it is working with local
governments to provide the necessary expertise and is planning a
regional meeting in Ghana on July 2.

But Doctors Without Borders, known by its French initials MSF, said
that the outbreak will require a "massive deployment of resources" by
governments and aid agencies to bring it under control.

The organization, which earlier said the outbreak was out of control, said
it is stretched to the limit and is having trouble responding to an
epidemic that is breaking out in more than 60 locations across three
countries.

"We have reached our limits," said Dr. Bart Janssens, MSF director of
operations. "Despite the human resources and equipment deployed by
MSF in the three affected countries, we are no longer able to send teams
to the new outbreak sites."

This Ebola outbreak is the most deadly ever. The virus has no cure and
causes internal bleeding and organ failure, spreading through direct
contact with infected people. Containing an outbreak focuses on
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supportive care for the ill and isolating them to limit the spread of the
virus.

Medical facilities in these countries, some of the poorest in the world,
are struggling to deal with the outbreak as well as educate populations
unfamiliar with how to prevent the disease from spreading.

The current outbreak, which began in Guinea either late last year or
early this year, had appeared to slow before picking up pace again in
recent weeks, spreading to the capital of neighboring Liberia for the first
time.
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