
 

Expression of privilege in vaccine refusal

August 27 2014

Not all students returning to school this month will be up to date on their
vaccinations. A new study conducted by Jennifer Reich, a researcher at
the University of Colorado Denver, shows that the reasons why children
may not be fully vaccinated depends on the class privilege of their
mothers.

According to the National Network for Immunization Information, three
children per 1000 in the U.S. have never received any vaccines, with
almost half of all children receiving vaccines later than recommended.
The number of unvaccinated children has led to several recent vaccine-
preventable outbreaks in the U.S., including measles and whooping
cough.

Published in Gender & Society, a top-ranked journal in Gender Studies
and Sociology field, Reich's research shows that unvaccinated or under-
vaccinated children from higher income backgrounds, with parents who
are higher educated, have parents who intentionally choose to refuse or
delay vaccinations out of a belief that they are protecting their children.
On the other hand, children from families with lower incomes and with
less educated parents tend to be under-vaccinated because they lack
access to resources.

Reich, a professor of Sociology in the College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences at CU Denver, found that middle and upper class "vaccine-
refusers" are mothers who have the resources, education, and time to
make decisions regarding vaccinations. These mothers consent only to
vaccines they believe are most beneficial for their children and instead

1/3

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/measles/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/whooping+cough/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/whooping+cough/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/mothers/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/vaccinations/


 

rely on other intensive practices they see as rendering vaccines less
necessary. Breastfeeding, healthy nutrition, and monitoring social
interactions and travel were listed as alternatives to vaccination and ways
to prevent disease exposure.

"Vaccine-refusers see themselves as experts on their own children and
question the relevance of public health claims that vaccines are
necessary for all children," said Reich. "They trust that "mother's
intuition," alongside their own personal research, is the best way to
protect their children from potential harm."

On the other hand, mothers in low income families often do not have
time to consider individual choices around vaccination. If their children
are under-vaccinated it is more likely due to lack of access to medical
care. This same lack of health care access makes poor children who are
under-vaccinated potentially more vulnerable to health risks as rates of
vaccine-preventable diseases continue to rise.

Reich's findings suggest women with more time, education, and
resources claim greater freedom to reject public health interventions,
which potentially carries consequences for undervaccinated children
from lower income backgrounds who may not have access to care.

"Those who can reject vaccines without health risks are able to do so
because they are protected by the large portion of the population who is
vaccinated," said Reich. "Upper class parents who choose not to
vaccinate their kids understand that they could be putting others at risk,
but reiterated that their own children are their primary responsibility and
suggest other mothers should advocate for their own children."

Provided by University of Colorado Denver

2/3

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/children/


 

Citation: Expression of privilege in vaccine refusal (2014, August 27) retrieved 19 April 2024
from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2014-08-privilege-vaccine.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2014-08-privilege-vaccine.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

