
 

Saudi Arabia tests man suspected of having
Ebola (Update)

August 5 2014

Saudi Arabia said Tuesday it is testing a man for the Ebola virus after he
showed symptoms of the viral hemorrhagic fever following a recent trip
to Sierra Leone.

The Health Ministry said the symptoms appeared in the 40-year-old
Saudi man at a hospital in the western city of Jiddah. He is in critical
condition and being treated in a unit with advanced isolation and
infection-control capabilities.

Different types of viral hemorrhagic fevers have been found in the
kingdom, but no case of Ebola has ever been detected there, according to
the ministry.

The cause of the Saudi man's sickness is unknown, but Ebola cannot be
ruled out given his travel history, the ministry said. He has already tested
negative for dengue fever, and tests are underway for other viruses.

The ministry submitted samples to test for Ebola on the advice of the
World Health Organization.

Health Ministry spokesman Dr. Khalid al-Marghalani told The
Associated Press that the man arrived to Saudi Arabia from Sierra Leone
on Sunday night. He said officials are looking into his flight details,
including the passenger list, and what relatives or other people he may
have been in direct contact with since landing in the kingdom.
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Saudi Arabia earlier this year said it would not issue visas this year for
religious pilgrims from Sierra Leone, Liberia and Guinea because of
concerns over Ebola.

The kingdom has been the epicenter of infections for the Middle East
Respiratory Virus, another frequently fatal disease.
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