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Airborne particles beyond traffic fumes may
affect asthma risk

September 15 2014

Researchers in Sydney and Newcastle, Australia have found that
elements of dust, particularly those coarse particles that contain iron
traces, stimulate the production of inflammatory molecules in cells from
the airways of mice and healthy human volunteers.

Surprisingly, traffic fume pollutants did not cause these changes.
The findings are featured in a new Respirology study.
"These effects are likely to contribute to the development of asthma in

childhood, as well as to worsening of asthma when pollution levels are
high." said Dr. Rakesh Kumar, lead author of the study.

"Our findings emphasize that larger airborne particles derived from dust
may have important adverse effects on human health."
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