
 

Prioritizing pregnant women in malaria
endemic regions for bed nets from clinics

September 9 2014

Donors, Ministries of Health, implementing agencies, and other partners
should prioritise providing pregnant women in malaria endemic regions
with long-lasting insecticide treated nets (LLINs) through antenatal care
clinics to help prevent malaria and its adverse effects on mother and
infant, according to experts from the UK and US, writing in this week's 
PLOS Medicine.

Jenny Hill, from the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, and
colleagues from the London School of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene,
and the Malaria Control and Elimination Program at PATH in Seattle,
explain that LLINs are a powerful public health tool to help improve
maternal, neonatal, and infant health but that the use of these nets is well
below national and international targets.

The authors argue that routine antenatal care (ANC) services are an
important delivery channel that ensures that pregnant women who attend
an ANC clinic have use of a LLIN from their first ANC visit in each
pregnancy. Unfortunately, although LLINs should be routinely delivered
to pregnant women through ANC clinics, the nets are sometimes re-
allocated to population-wide campaigns leaving pregnant women and
their babies at risk of malaria.

The authors say: "Receiving a net as an integral part of antenatal care
and sends a powerful message to a pregnant woman that this tool is
important to protect herself and her child. "
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They continue: "Going forward, national malaria programmes and
donors alike need to ensure that routine LLIN distribution through
antenatal clinics continue un-interrupted during national campaigns, and
where funding or supplies of LLINs is limited, they will have to make
difficult decisions to balance costs with the benefits and impact of
LLINs."

The authors add: "Where choices must be made, high-risk groups
(pregnant women and children under 5 years of age) should be
prioritized."
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