
 

Most liver cancer patients do not receive
proper care

October 6 2014

Many US patients with liver cancer—even those with early stage disease
that can often be cured—do not receive treatment for their disease,
according to an analysis of studies published between 1989 and 2013.

Less than one fourth of patients undergo curative treatment, and nearly
50% do not receive any treatment. Elderly, non-Caucasians and patients
of low socioeconomic status had lower treatment rates than their
counterparts.

"We found the low treatment rates among patients with early stage
tumors particularly concerning. Many of these patients currently fail to
receive any treatment despite having curative treatment options that
could afford long-term survival," said Dr. Amit Singal, senior author of
the Alimentary Pharmacology and Therapeutics paper. "These findings
highlight the urgent need for interventions such as multidisciplinary
management clinics to optimize treatment of patients with primary liver
cancer."
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Singal, A. G. (2013), Meta-analysis: underutilisation and disparities of
treatment among patients with hepatocellular carcinoma in the United
States. Alimentary Pharmacology & Therapeutics, 38: 703–712. DOI:
10.1111/apt.12450

1/2

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/curative+treatment/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/patients/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/liver/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/apt.12450
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/apt.12450


 

Provided by Wiley

Citation: Most liver cancer patients do not receive proper care (2014, October 6) retrieved 26
April 2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2014-10-liver-cancer-patients-proper.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2014-10-liver-cancer-patients-proper.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

