
 

Parenthood may push cancer patients to seek
more treatment
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They may choose aggressive therapy in attempt to have more time with children,
study finds.

(HealthDay)—Being a parent makes cancer patients more likely to seek
life-extending treatments, a new study says.

The study included 42 parents with advanced cancer. The average age of
the patients was 44. The average age of their children was 12.

The patients were asked how being a parent affects their treatment
decisions. Nearly two-thirds said being a parent motivated them to find
ways to extend their lives, mainly so that they could have more time with
their children.

Other factors in treatment decisions included being able to continue their
parental duties (15 percent) and being able to receive treatment close to
their families (12 percent), according to the study.
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"Numerous psychosocial factors influence patients' decisions about 
cancer treatment. It's important for patients with dependent children to
discuss their treatment priorities with their oncologist, who may not
know, for example, how important it is for a patient with children to
preserve their functioning at home," lead author Devon Check, a Ph.D.
student at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, said in a news
release from the American Society of Clinical Oncology.

Just over half of patients said they would be interested in hospice
services. Many of those interested in hospice viewed it as a source of
support for their families. Some wanted institutional hospice care in
order to protect their children from seeing them die at home, according
to the researchers.

Twenty-four percent of the patients were interested in receiving
palliative care at the same time as their cancer care, the study found.

The study will be presented at an American Society of Clinical Oncology
meeting in Boston on Oct. 18. Findings presented at meetings should be
viewed as preliminary until they've been published in a peer-reviewed
journal.

"We hope that our study can help oncologists engage patients with
children in shared decision making and promote alignment of the
treatment plan with the patients' priorities, including family
responsibilities," Check said.

The researchers are planning a larger study to better understand the
needs of parents with advanced cancer.

  More information: The American Academy of Family Physicians has
more about cancer treatment.
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