
 

Researchers assess risks regarding Ebola and
pets

December 4 2014

The likelihood of a domestic dog or cat being exposed to the Ebola virus
through contact with infected persons in Europe is very low, as affected
persons are typically isolated promptly.

This is one of the conclusions of  an assessment carried out by experts
from EFSA, the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
(ECDC) and Member States on the risks of pets transmitting the Ebola
virus to humans in Europe.

Experts identify many knowledge gaps and lack of data in their
assessment. For example, there is no evidence that dogs can develop the
disease and transmit the virus, nor that cats can become infected.

Experts recommend that the public health and veterinary authorities
assess the risk of pets becoming infected and transmitting the disease on
a case-by-case basis. The type of contact and the stage of the infection
are the two factors that authorities should use in their assessment.

They also identify different precautionary measures for different
scenarios. These include people's self- monitoring and isolation of pets.

Further work is expected on Ebola in the next months, following
requests from the European Commission. EFSA and ECDC will join
their efforts again to assess the factors driving the risk of Ebola
transmission from animals to humans in Western Africa- so-called
spillover event.
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EFSA has also been asked to provide scientific advice on the risk of
transmission of Ebola through the food chain. In particular, EFSA will
assess the risks associated with the consumption of raw food imported
from African affected countries.

At the beginning of November, EFSA assessed the risk of transmission
of Ebola through bushmeat.

  More information: "Risk related to household pets in contact with
Ebola cases in humans." EFSA Journal 2014;12(11):3930 [12 pp.]. DOI:
10.2903/j.efsa.2014.3930

Provided by European Food Safety Authority

Citation: Researchers assess risks regarding Ebola and pets (2014, December 4) retrieved 25
April 2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2014-12-ebola-pets.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://dx.doi.org/10.2903/j.efsa.2014.3930
http://dx.doi.org/10.2903/j.efsa.2014.3930
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2014-12-ebola-pets.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

