
 

Cholera kills 20 in Nigeria

January 14 2015

A cholera outbreak in southern Nigeria's Rivers State has killed 20
people and infected scores more, the state health commissioner,
Sampson Parker, said Wednesday.

Parker, a physician, said the outbreak was recorded in 11 communities
in the Andoni local government (municipality) of the oil-rich state.

"So far, 171 cases have been recorded, with 20 deaths, in the outbreak
which was reported on January 5", he said.

Parker said two treatment centres had been opened in the affected
communities to manage cases.

"Emergency drugs and rehydration fluids have been provided,", he said,
adding that the outbreak has been put under control.

World Health Organisation physician Sylvester Malemi said his agency
would provide technical support to the state to tackle the outbreak.

He advised residents of the affected areas to boil their water before
drinking and maintain good hygiene.

Cholera, a highly contagious intestinal infection, is transmitted by water
soiled by human waste. The disease leads to diarrhoea, dehydration and
death if untreated.
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